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NEW INFORMATION ON THE WHITE-
CROWNED SPARROW IN SOUTHERN GEORGIA

By Rosmer A. Normis

The White-crowned Sparvow (Zunotrichic leucophrys) has been
found wintering in small numbers in Georgia, a majority of the
observations having been made in the Piedmont region. Previous
to 1952, the only records from the Coastal Plain were one collected
near Savannah (Tomkins, 1940) and four near Tifton (Norris, 1944,
1046; Ganlding, 1945). Recent findings, however, suggest that with
respect fo the White-crown’s presence in southern Georgia, the
second half ot this century will be far more exeiting than the first.
These findines consist of flocks of White- crowned Spmows, totaling
no less than 30 individuals, which T noted in the vieinity of Tifton,
Tift County, between Feh‘r:uary 28 and April 24, 1952. Fourteen
specimens were collected and presaz'ved Certain datalls on several
phases of the biology of these bu-ds were recorded, and 1 think it
desirable to report these with a view to angmenting what little has
bheen published on Zonetrichia lewcophrys as a winter resident in
(Georgia.

Oceurrence and. environment.—In sparse old-field and road-edge
vegetation (habitat 1), two miles west of Tifton, White-crowns were
found on February 28 and 29 and March 1, two being seen on the
fivst date and flocks of ten and seven, vespectively, on the two suc-
ceeding days. As field work did not begin until late February, there
is 110 reason to believe the hirda had not wintered in the area. (Prey-
ious records from Tifton are in October and January.) The area in
which these sparrows were noted was only three or four acres in
extent, It was bisected by a secondary road, and at its east border
was a stream with dense weedy and shrubby vegetatl-:m Bome mem-
bers of the flock sought refuge in this riparian growth when hard
pressed on February 29, but on each of the three days my initial
observations of the sparrows were made in the open eountry tully
200 yards from the stream. In this open habitat a small house, a
woodshed, and several woodpiles were present, providing the only
potent;al ““heavy cover’’ for the birds. There was one small, leafless
oak into which the seven birds of March 1 settled when disturbed
from feeding on the ground. _

Most of the remainder of the sparrows, at least 20 individuals of
which half were collected, were found between March 8 and April
24, inclusive, at a Ttype secondary road intersection (habitat 2),_
one mile nartﬁwest of Tifton and approximately one mile from the
first location. The only others, all immatures, were seen about one-
quarter mile from this intersection; one of these was collected (on
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Mareh 17) and the rest observed as follows: April 3, one; April 12,
two: April 14, one. On one side of the T-intersection was an oat
field, partly shaded by evenly spaced pecan trees; on another side,
a fallow field with scattered pine saplings; and on the third, more
extensive side. a house and freshly plowed field. Fairly heavy cover,
inelnding honeysuckle (Lontcera japonica), was growing on and
alongside fences whieh bordered the oat pateh and the fallow ground.
The birds ocenrred in a loose group or groups and seemed confined,
as snggested by intermittent observations, to an area surely mo
greater than that of habitat 1. They were always on or near the
ground except for three individuals on April 23 which were perched
as high as 35 feet in pecan trees. One of these, singing in a subdued
manner, proved upon collection to be an immature male.

The White-crowns did not floek with other species, in either habi-
tat, although some were seen in brief, probably random, association
with Palm Warblers and with Vesper and Song Sparrows. White-
throated Sparrows, the only congeners of the White-crowns in the
region, were occasionally glimpsed at the intersection. but they did
not oceupy habitat 1, My observations, both this spring and in
past years, suggest that White-crowned Sparrows on their winter-
ing ground may be found in more open country with less cover
and also farther from water than is typically the case with White-
throated Sparrows.

Winter status, 1951-52, i other southern stafes—TLowery and
Newman (1952) veport that ““White-crowned Sparrows ave usually
unexplainably secarce in Louisiana in winter, but this year they
were common even on the coast, at Cameren, [ia., and Newman re-
corded 1 to 11 individuals near Baton Rouge on numerous dates
between Feb. 18 and the end of the period [Mareh 31, 1952]."
Brookfield and Bennett (1952) cite records of ocenrrence of White-
crowns from Lake Jackson, Leon County, Florida, on December
23 and 31, 1851, there being few previous records for the species
in the state (Dennis, 1950). The species was rveported “more often
than usual'' from the Piedmont belt of the Carolinas (Chamber-
lain and Chamberlain, 1952). It is evident, then, that in 1951-52
White-crowned Sparrows wintered in greater numbers than usnal
in several parts of south-central and southeastern United States.

Racial idenlity.—All the Tifton specimens except one proved to
be of the nominate rvace. Zonolrichin (. lencophrys, the exception
being the small (25-gram) female taken March 1 (see table), which
proved referable to Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrow, Z. [ gam-
belie.  Both these females came from the aforementioned floek of
seven. The subspecies gambelii, characterized by pale lores instead
of dark ones, breeds in northwestern North America, from Montana
to the Mackenzie region and Alaska, and as a population migrates
greater distances than any other race of White-crown, Although this
is the first definite record of its oecurrence in Georeia, the record
is not surprising inasmuch as this race has been found in many of
the eastern and midwestern states. The present record just fills one
more gap and adds one more bit of evidence that gembelii has far-
reaching eastward, as well as southward, migration routes. But it
plainly ocenrs in smaller numbers than the race lewcophrys in Geor-
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wia, for a total of more than 22 of the latter (counting tlr]e 1952
specimens) are now known from the State. Thomas D. Burleigh and
I are responsible for subspecific identification of the present series
of 14 specimens, and Allen J. Duvall has corroborated our determi-
nation of the example of gambelit. The birds are now deposited at
the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley.

Sex and age of specimens.—There are eight females, five males,
and one bird of undetermined sex in the series. If we add to this
two males taken near Tifton Febrnary 25, 1946, we obtain prae-
tically an even sex ratio. This sample is small but does snggest that
no strikingly unbalanced sex ratio obtains in wintering White-
crowns in southern Georgia. Such preliminary evidence is worth
recording, [ believe, because partial segregation of the sexes has
heen reported for winter-resident gembeliz in Calitornia (Emlen,
1943), with males outnumbering females as muech as 3:1 at locaht_ms
on the west side of the Sierra Nevada and females predominating
2.1 on the east side. So far as T know, sex segregation in wintering
population of Z. L leucophrys has not been demonstrated.

Only one among the 30 or more birds observed in 1952 was an
adult with black head stripes (the heavier male taken March 1r3..
The others were less than one year old and were in “‘brown livery,’
or were in advanced molt (as in the late-April specimens) and even
then had only partially aequired the conspienous headdress of the
adult. This great preponderance of young stands in contrast to the
age ratio in a flock at Athens, Clarke Clounty, Georgia, observed
almost daily through the winter of 1943-44, which, as best could
be determined, comprised seven adults and four immature birds
(Petrides and Petrides, 1944). That immatures go farthe‘r_ south
than adults is a possibility, but present data from Georgia and
other southern states are too seanty to warrant further comment
on this matter.

Dats ox Speervens oF Zonolriehia lewcophrys COLLECTED IN
1952 Near Tmrron, Groraia

Wit Gonadal 3
Date Sex -, HEnlarge- Molt Parasites
{(Gms.] ment

Feb. 28 ¥ 28.3 None Well started Blood negative

Feb. 29 FP 23.7 None Started —

March 1 F 25.2 None Absent —

March 1 F 27.7 None Absent —

March 8§ F 27.3 None Ahsent —

March 14 M 296 None Well started Blood negative

March 17 M 30.9 None Well started Blood negative

March 17 F 30.0 None Well started Blood with Lewcocytozoon
sp.

Mareh 17 M 31.2 2 mm. Well started Blood negative; nematodes
in body cavity

March 19 *? 25.6 — Absent Blood with Leucocytozoon
sp. and Plasmodium sp.

Apriil 1 M 30.9 2 mm. Wellstarted Blood with Leuwcocytoroon
8p.

April 23 M 29.0 2 mm. Half completed —

April 23 F 27.2 5.5 mm. Half completed Blood with Leuwcocytozoon
5D.

April 24 F 293 45 mm. Half completed Blood negative
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Faod, parasites, and disegse.—Several stomachs of March- and
April-collected White-crowned Sparrows contained vegetal food and
tiny sand grains, with only traces of insects. In habitat 2 the birds
fed on oats to such an extent that the alimentary contents, including
the feces, of most of the specimens were of a decidedly greenish
color. Hven after the harvest in April there was plenty of this
orain seattered over the ground and readily accessible to the sparrows.

Blood smears from hearts and/or lungs of nine of the specimens
were prepared shortly after the birds had sucenmbed. Five were
negative for parasites and four were positive (table), each of the
latter showing infections by the protozoan, Leueocytozoon sp., and
one showing a double infection, with the malarial parasite, Plas-
modivm sp., present as well as Lencoeytozoon. Dr. Octavio B, Sousa
of the Department of Zoology, University of California, Berkeley,
kindly provided identifications of the blood protozoa.

As to the multicellular parasites, a few dried-out Mallophaga
were seen on skins, but none was taken from the birds in the flesh.
A heavy helminth infection was found in the adult collected Mareh
17, there being about 20 large filarid nematodes, Diplotrigena sp.,
in the abdominal cavity and mesenteries. For the identification of
these worms T am grateful to Dr. Everett E. Wehr of the Agrieul-
tural Research Cenfer, Beltsville, Maryland.

The individual infected with Plasmodivm also had tumors on
the feet. On the right foot there was a large one on the heel, & smaller
one on the third toe (these being preserved), and still another at
the distal end of the tarsus; there was another small growth on
the hallux of the left foot. Heeding a request by Dr. Gorden M.
Meade (1946), T sent him a piece of this abnormal tissue. which he
reported (letter) was very mueh like that type of tumor resulting
from the virus infection of Epithelioma contagiosm. Dr. Meade
added that in order definitely to establish specific identity it is
necessary to make transinoenlation with fresh, triturated tumor
material into another bird. He commented, further, that it was “‘in-
teresting that so many of the birds which have this infeetion seem
to come from the southern states. . . . It is worth pointing out that
the individual with these tumors plus the blood infection was rather
small and had not hegun its prenuptial molt.

Weights and goned size (table).—The birds ohtained early in the
season were only slightly fat and those collected later were mod-
erately fat, An upward trend in weight from February to April is
noticeable but not striking; the data are too few to say more about
this. The specimens were collected between 11 am. and 6 p.m., and
mostly after 3 pm., so there was little weight fluctuation due to
diurnal rhythm. Bach was weighed less than two hours after death.
Three males, March 17 to April 23, had only slightly enlarged
festes (2 mm. long). There was no sign of ovarian development until
April 23-24, at which time enlargement was perceptible in two birds
(with ovaries 4.5 and 55 mm. long, although follicles were still
;ninute). The word “None’’ in the table indieates that very little,
if any, gonadal enlargement had taken place.

Spring molt —Molting was in progress in all except four of the
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specimens. These four were obtained from March 1 to March 19
(see table) and ineluded the Gambel’s Sparrow. The others were
molting extensively or were beginning to. The bird of February 28
was renewing feathers on the chin, threat, oceiput, nape, seapulars,
breast, and legs. [ts two central vetrices, or ‘‘deck-feathers,’ were
being replaced. The example taken the next day was somewhat less
advanced. White-erowns taken between Marveh 14 and April 1, in-
clusive, showed feather renewal comparable to the first-collected in-
dividual; on some of tliese, ensheathed feathers were found, addi-
tionally, along the spinal tract, atop the head, on the belly and sides,
and among the lesser and middle (outer] wing-coverts. The adult’s
molt pattern was similar to that of the March-taken immatures, but
this bird had few feather replacements on the head. 1t may be that
adults regularly molt fewer head feathers in spring than do im-
matures. As one might expect, molt had progressed still further in
the late-April specimens (one of which was preserved in aleohol) ;
it was manifest in the various regions mentioned above. also in the
tertials and in both upper and lower tail-coverts. About the only
areas not involved in this extensive prenuptial molt, as displayed
by the several specimens, were the alulae, the primaries, secon-
daries and their greater (outer) coverts, the ten outside tail-feathers,
and some of the feathers of the ‘‘wing lining. "’

Stuch molt as this, involving most of the contonr feathers, was sus-
pected as oceurring in Z. [ lewcophrys by Law (1929:209), on the
basis of four relatively fresh-plumaged specimens from Ontario
(taken May 6 to May 30), the only material of this race that was
available to hini. But this was not the impression of Dwight (1900-
195), who stated that the first spring molt ““involves chiefly the
head and chin and a few scattering feathers elsewhere,” with little
evidence of sueh molt in adults. These differences are not necessarily
irreconeilable, however, for it is possible that some populations of
the race lewcophrys have more nearly complete prenuptial molts
than do others. This possibility is guecested by the faet that varia-
tion in extent of spring molt is marked in northern versus southern
populations of White-crowned Sparrows along the Pacifie seaboard
(Blanchard, 1941:281). The former race (pugetensis) exhibits ex-
tensive feather renewal, whereas the latter (nuttalll) shows only
slicht venewal, with many individuals retaining browu-striped heads
thronghout their first breeding season.

The nature of prenuptial molt in the nominate vace lewcophrys,
as exemplified by the specimens from Tifton, was essentially the same
ag that detailed by Michener and Michener (1943:115116) for Gam-
bel’s Sparrow, based on several hundred adulfs and bmmatures
frapped at Pasadena. California. The fact that four of my sparrows
were not moelting merely points to variation in the time of inception
of the process. The Micheners found that whereas most individuals
were molting by March 1, some non-molters were trapped later and
one, an immature, as late as April 3. Approximately two months
are required for completion of the molt in gaembelii, which means
that some individnals almost certainly are still molting in migra-
tion and possibly even after reaching their breeding ground
(ibid.:114). Assuming a comparable duration of spring moit in Z. 1.
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lewcophrys, we may be fairly certain that non-moiting birds such
as my mid-Mareh specimens would show similar overlap between
periods of molt and migration.

SUMMARY

Thirty or more White-crowned Sparrows were found near Tifton,
Tift County, (feorgia, between Febrnary 28 and April 24, 1952
Fourteen specimens were colléeted. There were few previous records
for the (eorgia Coastal Plain, In 1951-52 the species wintered in
greater numbers than usual in several parts of the southern United
States. The Titton birds, mainly in two groups about one mile
apart, frequented (1) open, oldfield vegetation with little heavy
cover and (2) fence-rows adjoining an oat field. They appeared to
associate with other species only casually. All specimens were Zono-
trichia 1. lencophrys except one, which was Z. I. gambelii; this was
the first record of the latter race for (eorgia, Both sexes were well
represented in the series. Among the 30-odd individuals noted, only
one was adult (more than one year old). Several stomachs contained
vegetal remains, oats being the main food in the seecond habitat.
Parasites included blood protozoans, Leucocytozoon and Plasmodivm
§p., and filarid nematodes, Diplotricena sp. One bird had foot dis-
ease, apparently due to the virus Epithelioma contagiosum. Weights
showed a slight up-trend from early March to late April. Gonadal
enflargement was not apparent until after mid-Mareh. All specimens
save tour were molting extensively or were beginning to; this spring
molt involved most of the contour feathers of head and body, but not
retrices and remiges (“‘deck-feathers’' and tertials excepted) and
was essentially as has been described for Gambel's Sparrow. There
was evidence of overlap beétween the end of spring molt and the ad-
vent of migration.
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GENERAL NOTES

NESTING OF THE HORNED LARK IN THE ATLANTA AREA.
—As predieted by Odum (Oriole, 8: 6-8, 1943) the Horned lLark
( Bvemophila alpestris) has extended its breeding range into Georgia
as shown by Griffin and others (see Griffin, Oriole, 16: 8-10, 1951
and Denton, Oriole, 18: 43, 1953). However until the present sum-
mer, 1954, the speeies has been a rarve winter visitant in the Atlanta
area, This statement is based upon the record of the thirteen Christ-
mas Bird Counts since 1940 and upon the present writer’s personal
experience in the field.

It was, therefore, with surprise that the present writer observed
the Iorned Lark at both the Municipal Airport and at the Fulton
County Airport. The observation was made at the Municipal Air-
port on June 13, at which time three birds, two males and one fe-
male, were seen. No search for a nest was possible at this place. The
birds were first seen at the Fulton County Airport on February 14
The following is an account of the nesting activities at this location.

Diring Maveh, April, and May, the birds, generally three in num-
ber, were observed closely by various gronps from the Atlanta Bird
Club. In April and May a pair of the birds gave repeated evidence
of nesting; this ineluded the flight song of the male. However, no
nest was found until June 5, at whieh time a nest with two eggs
was loeated. The third egg which eompleted the eluteh was laid
two days later. On the same date that the nest was found six differ-
ent Tlorned Larks were observed on the field, some of which were
thought to be immatures.
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Sometime during the second week of ineubation the nest was
broken np—how, it is not known. On June 14, the female was ob-
served building a new nest, this time some fitty feet nearver a hangar
than was the first nest. Whether by accident or design this second
chioice of a site provided more protection against the numerous erows
present on the field than did the fivst site.

This second attempt at nesting was suceesstfu!. Young birds were
found in the nest on July 5. Thus, the total time from the begin-
ning of nest construction to the hatching of the eggs was something
less than seventeen days.

The actnal construction of the nest was the work of the female
alone. She first execavated a cup-like depression abont four inehes
in diameter, She then brought pebbles and coustrueted a dike-like
rim around the nest, after which the whole was lined with grasses.
There were no clay balls, of which some writers speak, m evidence.
In both cases the nests were construeted under a fleshy weed abont
a foot high. The first nest was located in relatively thick grass. while
the second was om almost bare ground, In both cases the nest was
near a runway.

While, as indieated above, the male did not take part in the con-
struetion of the nest, he did take his turn in incnbation. (Generally
when one bird was on the nest the other was nowhere in sight.

On June 19, two adult birds, not the nesting pair, were observed
with an immature. Thus, there is a definite record of two nests and
it is reasonable to suppose there was a thivd.

During the time recorded above, the nesting activities were elosely
observed by Ray Werner, Dr. Wallacé Rogers, and the wtiter. Dr.
Rogers made colored movies of the entive nesting ¢yele, While the
entire film is excellent, the elarity with which the detail of nest con-
struction is shown is nothing short of remarkable—Ruvrus B. Gon-
win, 1901 Windewmere Drive, N.E., Atlanta, Geéargia.

WHITE-WINGED SCOTER AT AUGUSTA, RICHMOND COUN-
TY, GEORGIA.—On Saturday afternoon, January 23, 1954, Panl A.
and Glemma Scehwalbe located and satisfactorily identified an aduli
male White-winged Scoter (Melanitte deglondi) on the Savannah
River about halt a mi'e above the Angusta pumping station. The lone
bird which was velatively unafraid was feeding in the rapids close
to the Georgia bank. The bill and white wing patch were readily
seen as it rvode the ripples between dives. Occasionally it would
raise ite wings above its back thus better displaying the white
wing pateh. Several times after drifting a# ways down stream in the
current it made short flights back to its original feeding area per-
mitting a perfect view of the wing pattern in flicht, After returm-
ing home that night the Schwalbes telephoned me about the bird.
Barly the next morning Paul and T went to the same spot and found
the bird again feeding in the rapids about 40 yards from the Georgia
shore (the river is nearly half a mile wide af this point). -All of
the field marks and behavior mentioned above were observed again
as we quietly watched the bird hoping it would come close enough
to shore to collect. However, it never came within range of my small
shoteun, Finally in desperation the bird was fired at with a .22
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caliber rifle. The shot missed and the bird swam out into the river
out of range. The next morning 1 returned to the area with a more
adegnate collecting gun. To my disappointment the hird eould not
be found. The river had dropped 14 feet since the previous morn-
ing apparently making the arvea no longer attractive for feeding.
This is the first reported occurrence of the White-winged Scoter
anywhere in Georgia, Birds undoubtedly ocenr occasionally off the
coast in winter but the ocenrrence of one in the interior is most un-
expected—J. FreEp Duntox, 1510 Pendleton Road, Augusta, Georgia.

FURTHER RECORDS OF THE PHOEBE SUMMERING NEAR
THE FALL LINE IN GEORGIA —In a previous note (Owole 16:
19-21, 1951) the writer presented vesults of a search for Phoebes
(Sayornts phoebe) summering south of their aceepted range in East-
ern Georgia. The present note presents the results of a further search
made during May 1953,

On May 14 a nest was found under a concrete bridge over a
small ereek crossing Georgia Highway 16 six miles east of Eatonton,
Putnam County. At that time the female was incubating an unde-
termined number of eggs. The nest was somewhat unusual in that
it was plastered against the smooth vertical side of a conerete beam
with no support from below except a small nest of a dirt-dobber
wasp. On a ledge at the junetion of two beams under the same bridge
was an unoccupied nest which had been used previously this season
or last,

On May 28 all bridges between Augusta and Milledgeville (U, S,
Highway 78 and Georgia 12, 16 and 22) were checked for Phoebes.
None were found except at the Oconee River bridge on (eorgia 22
within the town of Jewell, Warren-Hancock County line. Here a
single silent bird was observed perched on a low bave limb of a tree
at the edge of the cleared right of way on the west side of the river.
A few minutes later it flew to the high rocky bank under the east
end of the bridge and disappearved from view. After crossing the
bridge I flushed the bird from where it had disappeared bunt no
nest could be found in the bank or about the bridee overhead. The
tact that no nest was found does not rule out entirely the possi-
bility that there was a nest since the bridge was too big and high
for a complete search and the ruinsg of an old stone dam and mill-
Touse and the abuttments of the old bridege offered additional nest-
ing sites.

The southern limits of the breeding range of the Phoebe in Geor-
via west of Macon still remains undetermined. Persons traveling
between Macon and Columbus or along routes slightly north of
that might profitably examine bridges in May and June for Phoebe
nests. It should be emphasized that to satisfactorily examine a pos-
sible nesting site at this time of year it is necessary to elimb under
the bridge and look for birds and nests. In my experience the male
Phoebes like many other species become much guieter and incon-
spicuous during nesting. They seldom call phoebe and spend much
of their time sitting quietly on some obscure perch where they will
2o unnoticed if one just stops and listens at the bridge.—J. Frop
Duxwon, 1510 Pendleton Road, Augusta, Georgia.
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WATER BIRDS AT IDA CASON GARDENS. The [da Cason
Gardens located on Route 27 south of Chipley, Georgia, with sev-
eral hundred acres of artificial lakes, is an interesting place fo
study water-birds. Mountain Creek Lake, covering 175 aeres, has
many quiet coves that afford protection to over-wintering dueks,
herons, and grebes.

Three Canada Geese (Branta cenadensis) (with clipped wings)
have been successful decoys for wintering geese of the same species.
Through winter months the size of flocks vary from 12 to 35 hirds.
During the winter of 1952-53 both the Common and Lesser Canada
(1eese were seen. At the usual migration time in February of 1954,
the wintering flocks of geese left the Gardens. Late in March five
came in, and seemed so at home immediately that it was assumed
they had been winter residents, and had returned. These five birds
were still present with the resident birds on August 11. (The Gar-
dens management assure me that the wings of these birds have not
been clipped. They can be observed in normal flight as they move
from lake to lake within the area.)

Omn November 20, 1952, T identified a Blue Goose (Chen caerulescens)
in immature plumageé grazing with the flock of Canada Geese. On
December T, Alexander Sprunt, Jr. accompanied a group to the
area and confirmed my identification of the goose, now undergoing
a change of plumage. When last seen on May 17, 1953, the bird was
in full adult plumage.

Other water and shore-birds observed in the Mountain Creek area
are: IMorned Grebe, Pied-billed Grebe, Great Blue and Little Blue
Herons, Green Heron, American and Snowy Bgrets, Solitary and
Spotted Sandpipers, Mallard, Black Duck, Blue-winged Teal, Shovel-
ler, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Canvasback, Scaup, Hooded Mer-
ganser, Red-breasted Merganser, Osprey, Coot, Wilson’s Snipe.—
Grace M. WaITEMAN, 801 Third Avenue, West Point, Geargia.

THE PASSENGER PIGEON NEAR ATLANTA IN FORMER
TIMES.—Although it is a common assumption that the Passenger
Pigeon (Eelopistes migratorius) ranged throughout Georgia before
its extinetion, there are relatively few published accounts of its oe-
¢urrence. The following observations are therefore presented in an
effort to shed some licht on the former status of the species in the
Atlanta region as well as to encourage readers to examine the older
residents of their communities on the subject while first hand
knowledge is still available.

In 1947 T inteérviewed the late Mr. Walter McElreath of Atlanta.
Mr. MeRlreath rvecalled his early years in Cobb County, Georgia,
nine miles west of Marietta in an area near Lost Mountain. He re-
membered clearly the Passenger Pigeon and was familiar with it
as distingnished from the Mourning Dove. Literally thousands of
pigeons were seen by him prior to 1880. He particularly remembered
the large flocks coming in to roost in a woodland near his home
during the fall when cotton was being picked. He estimated that
at this season the roost near his home probably contained up to
10,000 birds during the years from abont 1877 to 1880 or 1881. He
was mmable to recall definitely the last year in which pigeons were
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seen, but he remembered that the decline was sometime in the early
eighties and was rather sudden. ’

In 1948 T discussed Passenger Pigeons with Mr. James Whitley,
a resident of the Vinings avea of Cobh County since 1873, Mr.
Whitley informed me that he elearly remembered several instances
when his older brother, William Thomas Whitley, brought in “wild
pigeon’’ from hunts in the Chattahoochee River—Vinings region.
?\"Il‘. Whitley stated that he was too young to hunt at that time—
in the early eighties—bhut that it was somewhat of an occasion when
pigeon were bageed by his brother. This would seem to indicate
that the species was rather scarce at this time. By the time Mr,
Whitley had reached the age for shouldering a firearm the pigeons
were no longer to be found and he never shot one himself. The
distinetion between the “‘wild pigeon™ and the *““dove’” was, of
course, well known. I might add that Mr., Whitley still lives near
Vinings and in the same house built by his grandfather in the year
1842 —Winttan W. Grirrin, 5282 Pine Ridge Road, N.E., Atlanta,
Georgia,

WINTER HABITAT OF THE ROBIN IN CENTRAL GEORGIA.
The recent disenssion by Speivs (Wilson Bulletin, 65: 175, 1953) of
winter distribution of American Robins (Turdis migratorions) sug-
gests a review of observations of this species in its winter range.
From October 1951 to October 1953, while living in Houston Conn-
ty, I found Robins very numerous during the winter months. Usual-
ly they were feeding in floodplain forests at the tops of sycamores
and other trees and in the brush. Frequently we found groups of
30 to 50 individuals working through the forests. Mass movements
took place at dawn and dusk, with hundreds of Robins flying in or
out of swamp forest arveas. Near Elberta, at the northern edge of
Houston County, the dusk flicht was away from the Ocmulgee River,
but four miles farther south, near Warner Robins, the dusk ﬂir_rhf,
was toward the river. Occasionally Robins were found feeding in the
upland oak-pine woods. In January and February, during the period
of heavy rains, and after the coldest winter weather had passed,
thonsands of Robins could be found feeding on the ground on
lawns. These birds, however, always withdrew at dusk toward the
f)(:mulgee River. My fmpression is that the chief habitat of winter-
ing Robins in this region is the swamp forest of the river bottom-
lands.—Narnasten R, WaieNey, Jr., 4350 Meadowwoad Drive, Rapid
City, South Dakota.

FURTHER NOTES ON THE DICKCISSEL IN HOUSTON
COUNTY.—After finding the Dickeissel (8piza americana) in Hous-
ton County once in 1952 (Oriole, 18: 9, 1953), T attempted to learn
more of its statns in 1953, Therefore, began watching the same
area on April 19, but did not find Dickeissels until May 10, when
I noted three singing males in a five-acre field about 200 vards
north of last year’s site, and about five miles west (not east as
erroneously stated in my previons mnote) of Blberta, [ retnrned
to the same area on May 17, 24, and June 7, finding singing males
each time, but found none on June 21. On all visits after the
first, 1 found only twe males in the five-acre field, but on May
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24 T found another pair 100 yards further west in another field.
Qn each visit I looked for nests but was unable to find them.

The vegetmm of the almost pure stand of a lezume
which I was unable to identif wonls amn as a bush pea.
It appeared to be a erop plant, and yet was grow:
that appeaved natural, Most plants rea
inches. A few other 1 ierh plants Wel:e scattered through
the field. The ‘species nestin the fwlfi 'waﬁ
the Redwing ( ;

at least two

¢ apparent territorial behawgr,
oreading in hex area, Unf

pi:eéent is cmmdered a rare
However, 'ewdanee aJrea»&y ace

xﬁ of thm gulI 'S ﬁeem:renee w
L rmm*te;ﬂ by Murphgy -

writer, A single adult was seen Apml 25, 1943, at 1
ponds; a female in second year | e was_mﬂwtad
.]ust sauthaast of the eﬂy .

tockade 949, _aud. 206
ﬂnftwnod at the Littls River, Bridee across the Clark’s Hill 1-
voir, Columbia County, May 3, 1953 —J. Fren Dextox, 1510 Pendle-
ton Road, Augusta, Georgia.




